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AUS and HSBC launch a high-tech Interactive Trading Floor, 

the first of its kind in the MENA region 

 
Sharjah, Thursday, February 11, 2016—Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. 

Sultan Bin Mohammad Al Qassimi, UAE Supreme Council Member, Ruler of Sharjah and 

President of American University of Sharjah (AUS), the university, in partnership with 

HSBC Bank Middle East Limited, launched today the AUS Interactive Trading Floor (ITF) 

at the AUS School of Business Administration (SBA). 

 

The launch of the Trading Floor was attended by Dr. Björn Kjerfve, AUS Chancellor, and 

Abdulfattah Sharaf, Chief Executive Officer, HSBC Bank Middle East Limited in the UAE, 

senior AUS officials, HSBC executives and industry leaders. 

 

The first of its kind in the MENA region, the ITF is a sophisticated facility that incorporates 

live tools and software to extend theory into practice in a fast-paced, applied environment. It 

is a technologically advanced 24-seat learning space which is designed to be an exact 

duplicate of the trading floor found in banks equipped with the same live feeds, industry 

software and analytical tools.  

 

Chancellor Kjerfve expressed pride at having the ITF established at AUS. “Such a unique 

facility will position AUS as the leader in financial education and as a provider of both 

knowledge and practical skills in the field of business,” he said during the opening 

ceremony. 

 

“The launch of this Interactive Trading Floor at the AUS School of Business Administration 

is a testimony to the university’s commitment to providing the best in education to prepare 

the future business leaders in the region,” the Chancellor said. He expressed appreciation for 

HSBC’s support in engaging higher education to enhance innovation in response to current 

marketplace trends. The AUS ITF will also serve as a bridge between academia and the 

industry in improving the learning environment.  

 

HSBC’s funding of the Interactive Trading Floor at American University of Sharjah is part 

of a series of community investments being made globally to mark HSBC’s 150th 

anniversary. Overall, USD150 million of additional funding has been committed to 

community projects over three years (2015–2017) around the world. 

 

Abdulfattah Sharaf, CEO of HSBC Bank Middle East Limited, UAE, said, “HSBC is proud 

to support the establishment of the AUS Interactive Trading Floor, a first of its kind in the 

region, to help students experience the world of trading. There can often be a gap between 

theory and practice and we hope that students are able to acquire the insight, skills and broad 

industry knowledge needed to transition successfully into the workforce. 
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“Senior management, traders and other financial experts will also provide their time to the 

students of AUS in the form of mentorship, guest lectures and sharing their career 

experiences,” Sharaf added.  

 

Dr. Daniel Dupuis, Director of the AUS ITF, said he was pleased that the efforts to establish 

the AUS Interactive Trading Floor were fruitful. “The AUS ITF represents the concrete 

implementation of the vision for the future of higher education in the UAE by combining 

innovation and technology to promote deeper learning. The trading room will merge 

academia and the finance industry,” he said. 

 

Through such initiatives, SBA will become the leading source of business knowledge in the 

MENA region, and AUS will be the university of choice for the best students to pursue their 

degrees in business administration in this region, Dr. Dupuis added.  

 

Through the use of integrated assignments, simulations, practical cases and trading 

competitions, the Interactive Trading Floor will promote deeper learning where users must 

adapt theoretical concepts to the framework and limitations imposed by real-world data. To 

achieve this goal, the AUS ITF is equipped with the leading finance industry software and 

hardware packages such as 24 Bloomberg terminals, Capital IQ, Thomson Reuters, Zawya 

and others.  

 

Curriculum integration of the ITF capabilities will begin immediately, along with 

complementary activities such as trading competitions and guest lectures so that students can 

derive even more value. 
 

 

-Ends- 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Ahmad Othman, HSBC Regional Communications, +971 50 3069313, ahmadothman@hsbc.com 

Miriam Kiwan, Director of Strategic Communications and Media, mkiwan@aus.edu 

Nazzal Yousef, Director of Media Relations +971 6 515 2157, nyousuf@aus.edu 
 

 

 

HSBC in the MENA Region  
HSBC is the largest and most widely represented international banking organisation in the Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA), with a presence in nine countries across the region. HSBC has operations in the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, 

Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, Kuwait, Lebanon and Algeria. In Saudi Arabia, HSBC is a 40% shareholder of Saudi British Bank 

(SABB), and a 49% shareholder of HSBC Saudi Arabia for investment banking in the Kingdom.  

 

This presence, the widest reach of any bank in the region, comprises some 267 offices and around 12,000 employees. In the 

first half of 2015, HSBC in the MENA region made a profit before tax of US$ 901m. 

 

HSBC’s US$150m Community Fund 

HSBC marked its 150th anniversary in 2015. As part of this, HSBC has made a US$150 million fund available to 

community projects over three years (2015–2017). More than 140 charities worldwide have been selected by HSBC’s 

management team, based on votes from HSBC employee for charitable themes. The US$150 million fund is in addition to 

the US$114 million HSBC makes available to community investment programmes globally each year. Further details: 

http://www.hsbc.com/citizenship/sustainability 
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About AUS  
American University of Sharjah (AUS) was founded in 1997 by His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Bin Mohammed Al 

Qassimi, Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Sharjah. The university was envisaged by His Highness as a leading 

educational institution in the Gulf region. Located in University City, Sharjah, AUS is a not-for-profit, independent, 

institution of higher education formed on the American model. 

  

It offers 26 majors and 46 minors at the undergraduate level, and 14 master’s degrees through the College of 

Architecture, Art and Design; the College of Arts and Sciences; the College of Engineering; and the School of Business 

Administration. These programs are designed to meet the challenges of a competitive and dynamic business and industrial 

environment.  

  

As a provider of quality higher education in the Gulf, AUS is licensed and its programs are accredited by the Commission 

for Academic Accreditation of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in the United Arab Emirates. AUS 

is accredited in the United States of America by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education. 

  

The bachelor of science degree programs in chemical engineering, civil engineering, computer engineering, electrical 

engineering and mechanical engineering offered by the College of Engineering are accredited by the Engineering 

Accreditation Commission of ABET (www.abet.org). The bachelor of science degree program in computer science offered 

by the College of Engineering is accredited by the Computing Accreditation Commission of ABET (www.abet.org). The 

Bachelor of Architecture program of the College of Architecture, Art and Design is accredited by the National 

Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) of the United States. The Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 

(BSBA) as well as the Master of Business Administration (MBA) and Executive Master of Business Administration 

(EMBA) degrees offered by the School of Business Administration are accredited by the Association to Advance 

Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB). 
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